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As a community, Burlington prides itself on its rural character, vast open space, recreational opportunities, quality municipal 
services and opportunities for development in the Town Center.  The Town has experienced some growth since the last 
Plan of Conservation and Development in 1998. More recently growth has significantly slowed. 
 
In order to protect and further these important elements that collectively create a high quality of life, specific goals and action 
items have been identified by the collaborative POCD development process. 
 
The most significant recommendation calls for the creation of a Development Services Specialist. An individual, who has 
particular expertise in municipal economic development, land use planning and design, as well marketing skills, has the 
potential to significantly benefit the community. This person will be the leader of the planning process and economic 
development activities with the skills to take advantage of programs and funding opportunities.  A Development Specialist, 
working with all the town boards and committees, would increase communication between the Boards and assist the Boards 
in implementing the Town’s POCD. The development review process would be streamlined, input from appropriate Town 
Departments would be coordinated, and citizens could be more intimately involved in the planning and development 
process.  
 
In addition to a general history of the town, basic demographic and economic indicator data, there are six primary areas for 
which data has been collected and analyzed.  Recommendations have also been developed to meet community goals and 
needs for following topical areas: Open Space and Natural Resources, Historical and Cultural Resources, Community 
Character, Housing, Economic Development, Town Center Development. While each of the topical areas is distinct, there 
are themes such as sustainability and increased public outreach and education on a variety of topics that run throughout the 
plan. 
 
The biggest priorities for Open Space and Natural Resources protection include accurately identifying the location of key 
resources so they can be appropriately protected as development continues. The location of land and water based 
resources when geographically identified can better protected through targeted activities such as mapping their location, and 
disseminating information to the public on steps they can take, such as controlling stormwater runoff to help protect 
resources. Some other examples of recommendations include: developing a septic system management program managing 
the use of impervious surfaces managing uses in floodway & floodplains.  Additional natural resource protection is achieved 
through open space protection.  Key to Burlington’s open space protection efforts is developing an open space plan the 
clearly lays out the goals for open space protection as well as defined criteria that will allow the community to achieve their 
open space protection goals. 
 
In many ways, historic, recreational and cultural resources are the foundation of a community; they are the roots of a 
community’s character.  These features, along with important buildings, unique sites and events, contribute to the quality of 
life, while also contributing to the civic pride and uniqueness of the community.  Much like open space and natural 
resources, essential to historical and cultural resource protection is the identification and mapping of these resources.  Once 
resources have been accurately inventoried then programs that help protect the resources, increase public awareness and 
provide information about the importance of the resources in Burlington’s history can be pursued.  
 
Community character is the distinguishing physical and social characteristics of a community; these qualities often are 
intangible, but they help give the community its identity. Certain characteristics or features of communities that contribute to 
their character include elements such as development patterns, quality design, historic resources, scenic resources, and 
attractive gateways.  Burlington’s strong community character has developed both organically through time and has also 
been supported by community leaders and local government decisions and regulations.  Community Character can be 
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further supported in Burlington by considering the adoption of building design standards, protecting historic resources, 
improving signage standards and access to community resources, protecting scenic views and organizing and promoting 
community events.  
 
Residents are the backbone of a community and housing is one of the most important life style considerations for people.  
Housing growth was significant in the early part of this decade but has slowed recently.  Still housing represents a significant 
portion of the tax base in Burlington.  The type and housing style in Burlington is typical of rural Connecticut communities, 
primarily single-family homes.  In order to provide more housing options that may appeal to those who prefer or need 
housing other than single-family homes Burlington can consider a housing policy that encourages alternative housing styles.  
Housing that appeals to younger residents and empty nesters is way one to diversity the housing stock. Irrelevant of the 
style and design of the future housing stock, any housing that is constructed should be designed and constructed using 
sustainable principles and minimize its impact on the natural environment. 
 
The economic health of most communities largely depends upon their ability to attract, “grow,” and retain business and 
industry.  Significant opportunity for economic development exists in Burlington, particularly in the Town Center.  The 
success of the numerous economic development opportunities likely rests with the creation of a Development Services 
Specialist position, mentioned previously.  The key economic development opportunities include developing a business 
retention program and providing tax incentives to those companies who the community would benefit the most from.  To 
support business Burlington should recognize businesses that utilize “green” site development and building construction 
principles. Burlington may also consider creating business incubator space, where startup business could utilize office space 
on a temporary basis.  The greatest opportunity for development is in the Town Center. The success of the Town Center lies 
with the creation of a clear plan for the design and development of the Town Center. With a clear plan, developed with 
stakeholder involvement, the plan can be put into action.  An important first step in the Town Center plan process is clearly 
defining the Town Center geographically.  Additionally, the plan should address issues such as building design, the 
appropriate mix of uses and housing development within the center. 
 
Development of the Town Center and the success of other issues discussed in the Plan such as natural resource protection, 
improving community character will be based on local efforts.  However, coordination with State agencies such as the DOT 
who is responsible for maintaining many of the roads in Burlington is also essential. Similarly, coordination with the Central 
Connecticut regional planning agency is important for regional coordination but also because of the resources and 
knowledge that is available from the Regional Planning Agency.  



























































http://www.depdata.ct.gov/naturalresources/endangeredspecies/nddbpdfs.asp?nddbsel=20
http://www.depdata.ct.gov/naturalresources/endangeredspecies/nddbpdfs.asp?nddbsel=20
http://www.depdata.ct.gov/naturalresources/endangeredspecies/nddbpdfs.asp?nddbsel=20
http://www.depdata.ct.gov/naturalresources/endangeredspecies/nddbpdfs.asp?nddbsel=20
http://www.depdata.ct.gov/naturalresources/endangeredspecies/nddbpdfs.asp?nddbsel=20


http://www.ct.gov/dep/lib/dep/wildlife/pdf_files/habitat/ntvtree.pdf


http://www.ctfarmland.org/basic.php?page=preservation
http://www.ct.gov/doag/cwp/view.asp?a=3260&q=399016
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